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As it has been mentioned in the public prints 


that, at the meeting of parliament, the Chancellor 


of the Exchequer intends to bring in a Bill for a 
commutation of Tithes, the writer of the following 


Hort Obſervations, wiſhes to ſhew the reaſonableneſs 


of a commutation of Tithes for Government An- 
nuities. 


November, 7 10th, 1798. 


SHORT 


OBSERVATIONS, &c. 


SECTION L 
7 bepdvantages 10 the clergy, of a commutation of 


tithes for Government Annuities. 


HERE is very little reaſon to —_—_ that 
peace can be obtained with the Preſent un- 


8 rulers of the French nation, on ſuch 
terms as are conſiſtent with the preſervation of 
the liberti 
is therefore the buſineſs of the Engliſh Govern- 


and independence of this country. It 


rent to adopt ſuch meaſures for the defence of 
the kingdom, and the ſupport of the national credit, 
as are the leaſt oppreſſive to the ſubject, and the 
beſt calculated to bring us ſafely through the ar- 
duous "conteſt in which we are engaged. When 
peace cannot be had, but by the ſacrifice of chriſ- 
tian principles and civil rights, war becomes juſt. 


and neceſſary. 


By the fale of the Fa a 1 portion of 
the funded debt of the nation will undoubtedly 


be taken out of the market, which will advance 


the prices of the Stocks, and inſpire the country 
= . with 


E 1 
with an increaſed confidence in Government Se- 
curities, and thus facilitate the means of borrow- 
ing money for the proſecution of the war. But 
TITHES arc an impoſt which is far more grievous 
to the land-owner, and which he would much more 
readily purchaſe than the 'land-tax. The land- 
owner would buy the TIiTyres of his land at a 
much higher rate than eighteen or twenty years 
_ purchaſe; and, the quantity of Stock, which would 
be abſorbed by the value of the TITHEs which be- 
long to the church, would ny be very great. 


Ir may be diſfcult to form an eſtimate of the 
value of the TITHEs in this kingdom, which are in 
_ eccleſiaſtical hands; but it is eaſy to ſhew that 

the clergy would derive a great increaſe of revenue 
from the fale of the 1ITHISs, if the value of them 
vere converted into Stock during the Preſent low 

Prey. of the Funds. 


Maxx land- owners would gladly buy the TITHEs 
of their eſtates at thirty years purchaſe, on a fair 
valuation of them. If, then, a clergyman be en- 
titled to TITHEs worth £100. per annum, the 
value of thoſe TiTHss, at thirty years purchaſe, 
would be £3,000. which would purchaſe (C5, ooo. 
Stock in the 3 per cent. Conſol. Annuities, at £60. 
per cent. and thus the income of the clergyman 
would be (1 50. inſtead of £100. per annum. But 
us per cent. Annuities were bought with the money, 
the income of the clergyman would be increaſed 
ſtill more. The annual value of C100. in TITHES, 

ſold at thirty vears purchaſe, and laid out in the 
5 Per 
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5 per cent. Annuities at £88. per cent. would pro- 


duce an annual income to the clergyman of £170. 


. e. 78 per annum, more than the ſum which 
he now receives. 


Tur clergy will be alarmed by any -oullllis | 
which may in any way affect their revenues: But 


by the ſcheme which has been mentioned, a great 
increaſe of revenue is propoſed to them, ſubject 
to no alteration in peace or war, and as ſecure as 


the Government of the country can make it. 


5 SECTION II. 


The inconveniences s of tithes to the clerg 0 and the 


. N 
ERV few 3 in England, who take 


TITHEs in kind, retain the good opinion of 
rheir pariſhioners, and therefore have but little proſ- 
pect of miniſtering to their religious improve- 
ment. It is, however, a great hardſhip on a re- 
ſpectable conſcientious clergyman, to be placed 


in a ſituation in which he mult cither quarrel with 
his pariſhioners, or greatly W his own family. 


Ix is poſſible that a clergy man with five or ſix 
children, may nold a Living of £150. per annum, 
ariſing from TITHES ; but he may have great reaſon 
to believe that his legal right, if he could obtain 


It, would amount to £200. per annum. The neceſſi- 


ties of his family urge him to claim his utmoſt 
right; J 


E 

right; but by doing this he would loſe all hope of 
doing good in the pariſh as a miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel; and thus the ſole end of his being ſent into 
the pariſh would be fruſtrated. This is a dilemma 
from which thoſe who regard the fleece more than 
the flock, will much more cally cxtricate them- 
elves, than a clergyman who has right views of the 
. ee duties of his office. | 


E CLERGYMAN in this ſituation would be greats | 
Iy relieved by a commutation of TITHES for Go. 
vernment Annuities. If he receive at preſent only 
L150. per annum, and his legal right ſhould be valued 
at £200. per annum, that right fold at thirty years 
purchaſe, would produce Z 6,000. which would buy 
| £0,000. 3 per cent. Conſol. Annuities at bo, and 


of courſe produce an annual income of L300; and 


if laid out in 5 per cent. Annuities at 88, would 
produce an annual income of 4 340, 


Ir is eaſy to r t, chat every clergyman | 1s jul. 

tified in purſuing his legal right. But it is as eaſy 

to reply, that what is legal, is not always obviousl7 
juſt. The laws of Tiras, and the rule of right, 
appear to be often at variance, et quicquid eft contra 

zormam recti, eſt injuria. The tithe-owner claims 
from the farmer the tenth part of the produce of 

all his extraordinary labour in tilling his ground, 
and of all his extraordinary expence in purchaſing 
manure to lay upon it. The injuſtice of the law 
which authoriſes this claim, is conſtantly felt by 
the farmer, and as conſtantly operates on his mind 
4 in direct oppoſition to that allegiance which he 
owes 
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owes to the laws of his country, If all improve-- 
ments in agriculture were at an end, and the pro- 
duce of land was a fixed quantity, the farmer, 


when he takes his farm, might be able to calculate : 


the value of the tenth of the produce, and 
deduct. it as an out-rent, and his complaints 
_ againſt TITHES would ceaſe. But fo long as the 
tithe-owner takes a tenth part of the improvements 
of the farmer, and thus takes money out of his 


pocket againſt his conſent. (for the farmer is com. 


pelled to ſpend his money for the benefit of the 
tithe- Owner) the tithe-owner has an intereſt in the 
produce of land which is inimical to the intereſt 
of the farmer, and cannot but be a ſource of Pere 
petual contention berw cen them. 


Brrwrkx the clergy and the hity, TITHES | have 
been the cauſe of incurable enmity, and endleſs | 
diſputes. Satan himſelf could not have deviſed a 
greater ſource of miſchicf in the Chriſtian world 
than the payment of TITHEs. No other mode of : 
paying the clergy could have produced a thou- 
ſandth part of the cvil which this has produced for 

more than 1000 years paſt; and he who will point 

out an equitable method of commuting rITHES, 
Will certainly deſerve the thanks of his country. 


SECTION 


* I':de, various 1 on the i inconveniences 1 Tithes 
in the Surveys of the different counties in England, made by 
erder of the Board of Agriculture, and enletiey | in tae 8 vel 
_ of the Bath PIpers on Agricu!: ture. 


* 
SECTION III. 


Tubes in Scotland, not 2 oppreſſ Ive as ves in 
England. 


Js a late publication on TITHES,* a ſhort ac- 
count is given of TITHES in Scotland, from which 
it appears that the cultivators of land in that country, 
are by no means ſo greatly oppreſſed ad TITHES as 
the farmers in Dn. 


12 Scotland, it is in the power of the hetivor « or 
owner of lands, to bring an action before“ The 
Lords for plantation of Kirks and valuation of 
* Tithes,“ and to call for a valuation of his TITHEs 
by Commiſſioners. Aſter this valuation, he is 
not liable to pay any increaſed. value of the TITHEs, 
and he may, by the law of Scotland, buy his TITHEs 


at nine vears purchaſe, unleſs they be what are called 


Biſhop's TI THEs, which cannot be bought. The 
price is fixed at no more than nine years purchaſe 
on the valuation of the Conimiſſioners, as the pur- 
chaſers of TITHEs are bound to pay the preſent 
ſtipend of the miniſter of the pariſh, and alſo an 
augmentation of the ſtipend hercafter, if The Lords 
for plantation of Kirks, &c. who are the Judges 
of the Court of Seſſion, ſhould nk it ©. DE: to 
: grant ſuch augmentation. 


507 1 it is evident that che owners of land! in "T0 
f land, are not under the neceſſity of paying to the 
| | tithe- 


| * Tiches indetenkble, or Obſervations on che origin and 
elfeftx of His. By Mr. — 


8 


E 
tithe-owner a tenth part of the produce of all their 
future labours and expences. Before they begin 
to improve their lands, they may obtain a valuati- 
on of the rir hs of the preſent produce of them, 
and thus preclude any increaſe of the demand of 


the tithe-owner. But no land-owner in England, 
has any ſuch privilege. 


IN the preſent improved ſtate of agriculture, the 
payment of TITHES is a grievance. which no 
man would reſt under for a day, after it was poſſi- 

ble for him to relieve himſelf from it. Interdum 
populus refe videt, and in this inſtance we have a 
certain proof of it. Indeed this is not a matter of 
| ſpeculation or theory, but of fact and preſent ex- 
perience, which is obvious t to the moſt ordinary 
ö underſtanding. 


A G of the county of Heteſbid. calcu- 
lates that, there are in that county, at leaſt 200,000 
acres of arable land, which are ſubject to the pay- 
ment of TITHEs. This land he ſuppoſes might be 
| brought into a proper ſtate of cultivation, by an 
additional annual expence of 10s. per acre, or up- 
wards. This additional expence, he ſays, would pay 
the farmers ten per cent. profit, and bring into the 
market an increaſe of produce, of the value of 
_ £110,000. per annum, beſides employing rivr 
THOUSAND labourers. But the tithe-owners would 
take {11,000. out of the value of the increaſed 


3 aber, and cherefore the farmers W ould loſe all 
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their profit, and one per cent. on their capital. *— 
Hence it may be inferred that the tithe-laws prevent 


this great improvement in the county of Hereford. 
And if we apply this mode of reaſoning to all the 
counties in England, the loſs of produce through 


the kingdom, in conſequence of the tithe-laus, will. 
: be incalculable. | 


Taz land-tax may be bought at about twenty 


years purchaſe, and the purchaſer is allowed four 


years, from March 1799, in which to make his pay- 


ments. But the greateſt part of the TITHES WY 


England, would be bought at h:rty years purchaſe, 


and paid for in twelve months, from the time at 
which a N ſhould be N to buy them. 5 


Taz owners of lands, who are under certain dif- 


abilities, are authorized to ſell part of their eſtates | 
in order to purchaſe the land-tax. The land-taxũ 
however is not an incumbrance, which, in its effects, 
can be compared to that of TI TTS. A quarterly 
payment of the land-tax, no more affects the im- 
provement of land than any other out- payment. 
But the payment of TITHES is a burthen which 
increaſes in proportion to the improvement of agri- 
culture, and there can be no doubt that the pro- 
prietors of lands, would much more willingly ſell 
part of their eſtates to relieve themſelves | from 
 TITHES than from the land-tax, 


7 flee, Me. Knights Treatiſe | on i the culture of the Apple | 


| and Pear, 
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II is certainly of the greateſt conſequence to the 
country, that the national debt ſhould be decreaſed, 
or that a great part of it ſhould be taken out of the 
market by ſome means. But it appears impoſſible 
to raiſe more readily, a large ſum of money for 
the purpoſe, than by a ſale of the TITAHEs. -B 
the ſale of the TITHEs, three great advantages would 
be obtained, in a very ſhort time. The clerg y 
would receive a great increaſe of revenue, the im- 


 provement of agriculture would be greatly promoted, 


and the prices of the ” F would be greatly : 
advanced. e 0 


Y . , —_— — FRE a * 
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SECTION | Tv. 


45 zſevers to the e to « a commutation of tithes 
. Government Annuities. | 5 


25 F TITHES are to be commared for Government 
Annuities, it may be aſked by the clergy, What 
increaſe of proviſion they are to have 50 or 100 
years hence, when money may have ſo decreaſed in 
| value, as to render even the preſent propoſed in- 
25 creaſe of revenue, inadequate to their ſupport? . 


Tuis cautious u regard to very diſtant events, Ee by 
not be inconſiſtent with the diſintereſted principles 


1 which ought to influence the conduct of a miniſter 


0 Chriſtianity: And if it be inſiſted that a proviſion 
ſhall be made now, for whit may happen 50 or 


ow years hence, let a certain proportion of the 


B 2: . increaſed 
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1 80 annual value of every Living, be taken by 


Government, and reſerved as a fund for the aug- 
mentation of Livings hereafter. A ſmall reſerva- 
tion, at compound intereſt, we know will amount 
to a very large ſum in 50 or 100 years. And if 
£10. per annum only, or one fifth of the increaſed 
value of every Living, were reſerved out of the in- 
come of the Living, for 50 or 100 years to come, 
and employed at compound intereſt, the annual in- 
tereſt of the aggregate, when the compound intereſt 
ſhould ceaſe, would be a very large addition to 
the Living, and probably much more than the 
5 decreaſe of the value of money at that Period. 


Bor ir may be faid, thar the clergy will, by this 


' commutation, become dependent on the Govern- 
ment of the country for the payment of a great 
part of their! income, and a bad or neceſſitous Go- 
vernment may withhold the money due to them | 
| and apply it to other i 


f 


Norwrrusranbine the preſent. annual 


creaſe of the national debt, thouſands and tens | 
of thouſands of perſons, are ſo fully convinced : 
of the perfect ſafety of Government Securities, _ 
that by the purchaſe of Stock, they voluntarily _ 
become dependent on the Government for'a very | 
great part of their ſupport. — The clergy can have 

no deſire to eſtabliſſi an intereſt independent of 
the Government, or paramount to it; and, Why 

may not the clergy truſt the Government as well 


a0 
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as other people? From the favour which is at this 


moment ſhewn to the French eccleſiaſtics in this 


nation, there can be no reaſon to ſuppoſe that the 
Government would withhold the rights of our own 
_ clergy, ſooner than thoſe of any other claſs of per- 
ſons who are Stock-holders. But under a bad or 
neceſſitous Government, no ſort of property is ſo 
| likely to be annihilated as TITHEs, becauſe no 
| ſort of property in the kingdom, is ſo obnoxious | 
to the feelings and general intereſt of the huſband- 


Fo: man and land-owner. 


85 Taz effects of TITHES in Ireland, have: hes. 


1 long and loudly complained of. The reader wil! 


give what degree of credit he thinks proper to the 
teſtimony of the Iriſh Resers ; but from that 
teſtimony, as ſtated in the report of the Committee 


of Secrecy of the Houſe of Commons of Ireland, 


it appears that TITHEs are one grand cauſe of the = 


p diſſatisfaction of the people of Ireland.” 


Wurx Dr. M. Nevin was aſked, on PR 
5 whether an eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment was intended 
by the new Government in Ireland, he anſwered, 


No; I conceive that a revolution would involve 
the demolition of the church eſtabliſhment, and 


of courſe a relief of the poor from 7ithes.” © © 
cc Do you think the maſs of the people i in the pro- ; 
<« vinces of Leinſter, Munſter, and Connaught 
care the value of this pen, or the drop of ink 
„ which it contains, for parliamentary reform or 
* catholic emancipation ?” A. © I. am ſure they 


do not, but ey with much to be relieved from 
5 lil hes. LEY 


3 


„ 


ö "Shows: Addis Emmett, E/q. 1 
25 « Do you think the maſs of the people care 
« for catholic emancipation or parliamentary re- 


© form? 4. © I believe the maſs of the people 


edo not care a feather for catholic emancipation ; 
« neither did they care for parliamentary reform, 


till it was explained to them as leading to other 
* objects which they looked ee the 
— Kalte f rpnet. N 
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SECTION v. 


b e value of the tithes in England and 


Wales, 


An quantity of land in W which is ſub- 


| je& to the payment of T1 THES, and the pro- 


ponion of the TITHEs which belongs to the Church, 
can only be aſcertained by a parochial enquiry 
through the kingdom. But ſome calculation of 1 5 
the value of TITHES in general, although it may 
be far from accuracy, may be made from the ſup-< 
poſed quantities of cultivated and uncultivated 


land in England and Wales, as ſtated in the publi- 


5 cations of the Board of UNE. 


| 8 all che commons and open fields, hich "2 
: have been incloſed within the laſt fifty years, have 
been, freed from TITHES 3 and in calculating the 


; value 


ET 7 © *F V% 


* Report of the dee of yr, of the Hat 5 


Commons of Ireland. By Lord Callereagb. Dated Auguſt, 
2798, 12 No. 31. x 


value of the TITHTs which are now paid, no un- 
alterable compenſation given for TITHES, whether 
in land or money, is conſidered. A modus 
or compoſition which 1s annually paid in 
money, and cannot be increaſed, is, in reality, an 
Out-rent ; and in caſes in which land has been 
given to the tithe-owner, the TITHzs are annihi- 
| lated. The following calculation is therefore made 
from the quantity of land which, it is ſuppoſed 
may be liable to the payment of TITHES in kind. 


15 there are in England and W. ales, 39,027,156 


acres of cultivated land, and 75,888,777 acres of 


wuncultivated land, it may be aſſumed that one fifib 


of the cultivated land, with all the uncultivated 5 


land, is liable to the payment of TITHES : And 
if the tithes of the one fifth of the cultivated land be 
worth Yhree fhillings, per acre, and the TITHES of 
the uncultivated land be worth f/xpence, per acre, 
Per annum, then one fifth of 39,027,156 acres of 
cultivated land will be 7, 805, 431 acres, which at 39. 
per acre, will produce annually I 1, 170,8 14: 138. 


the value of which at 30 years purchaſe, wil! 


be - = = (38 724439 5.10% 
and y 7,888,777 acres of e 0 


dated land, at 6d. per acre, will 
amount to {197,219 : 85. : 6d. 

| per annum, the value of which OD 
| at 3o years purchaſe, will be - 5,916,582 1355. 
The total value of the TITHES 8 855 


e and Wales oe 1,041,022 : | Ch, 


ys ah AE. nt 
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bh T uE ſum of 3 per cent. Annuities, which this 


money, or any proportion of it, would take out of 
the market, may eaſily be calc ulated. 


Bur the rtrurs of good atable land are wort = 


| from 73% to '8. per acre per annum, or more, ac- 
tording to the value of the crop; and the TITHES 


of good graſs land are ſeldom worth leſs than 25. 


4 % 


per acre, per annuni; and it is very probable, that 
Gentlemen who have the moſt extenſive knowledge 
on the ſubject, and who may deduce their conclus 
ſions from very different data, will eſtimate the full 
value of the Trrufs in England and Wales at near 
FIFTY MILLIONS. | 
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